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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS     DECEMBER 30TH, 2018 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 
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The First Sunday after Christmas Day 

Today we continue our celebration of the season of Christmas with a Festival of Lessons and Carols within the context 

of the Holy Eucharist.  The service of Lessons and Carols was first drawn up by the Bishop of Truro for use in that 

Cathedral.  It was later simplified and modified for use in King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, in 1918 by its then Dean, the 

Very Rev. Eric Milner-White.  Today’s service has been modified further reducing the number of lessons from the 

traditional nine to five and including a celebration of the Holy Communion. 

 

OPENING CAROL   Once in Royal David’s City    Hymn 102 

A Bidding Prayer  

Presider Dear People of God:  
In this Christmas season, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once more  

the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from  

the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us  

by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his  

birth with hymns and songs of praise. 

But first, let us pray the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth,  

for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his  

Church in our country and in this city. 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor  

and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who  

mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those  

who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole  

multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh,  

and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 

The Almighty God bless us with grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and 

 to the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all.  Amen. 

 
All sit for the reading of the lessons. Carols may be sung standing or seated. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                Genesis 3:1-15 
 
Lector  A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said 

to the woman, "Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the 

serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit 

of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'"  
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But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 

will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."   

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 

the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 

husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the 

sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  But the LORD 

God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"  He said, "I heard the sound of you in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself."  He said, "Who told you that you 

were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The 

woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate."  Then the LORD 

God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, 

and I ate." The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among all 

animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days 

of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 

will strike your head, and you will strike his heel." 

 
Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL                                   God Rest You Merry Gentlemen         Hymn 105               
 

THE SECOND LESSON        Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
Lector  A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 

shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He 

will come and save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 

forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 

ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 

rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 

it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.   

No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but 

the redeemed shall walk there.  
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And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 

upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL     Lo How a Rose     Hymn 81 

 

THE THIRD LESSON         Luke 2:1-7 
 

Lector  A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 

David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL              What Child Is This                 Hymn 115 

 

THE FOURTH LESSON         Luke 2:8-20 
 

Lector  A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 

of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those whom he favors!" 
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL    Angels from the Realms of Glory              Hymn 93 (1&2) 

THE FIFTH LESSON         John 1:1-14 

All stand (as you are able) 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man 

sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 

true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 

world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 

we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.                                                                                                                                              

 

CAROL    Of the Father’s Love Begotten   Hymn 82 
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THE SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, 
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 

All stand. 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

  

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Offertory Sentence 

 
CAROL    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                    Hymn 89 

 
At the presentation of the Gifts: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
Presider 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time 

you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, 

moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and 

taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a 

mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 

fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 

lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say): 
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Sanctus 
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The People may stand, kneel or sit 

 
The Presider continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 

death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 

that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. 

He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He 

yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the 

time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 

you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and 

for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who 

was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 

sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the 

world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 

foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
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The Invitation to Holy Communion 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always Abundance here and a place for you. You are invited and 
encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 

 

Post Communion Meditation              Love Came Down at Christmas                  Hymn 84 

 

Presider 

Let us pray. 

All 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us 

with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to 

the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

 

Announcements 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

People   Thanks be to God. 

CAROL            Angels We Have Heard on High     Hymn 96 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468 

610-948-9655 
WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

A PARISH  WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 
WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST, PIANIST & DIRECTOR OF EPIPHANY CHOIRS 
484-995-6110 (TEXT OR CALL) OR SUNFLOWERANGELS@VERIZON.NET 

 
 
 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 
215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 SUNDAYS 

 8 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN)   
10 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC)   

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 
10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY WORSHIPS 
IN THE WARNER EDUCATION BUILDING 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net
tel:(484)%20995-6110
mailto:sunflowerangels@verizon.net

