
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT       DECEMBER 9TH, 2018 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 

In Advent, we grow pregnant with anticipation for the coming of the Holy One among us. We yearn and listen for, 
we eagerly await both the vulnerable babe and the risen, returning Christ Jesus. Our Advent liturgies will begin 
with the sound of a resonant bell and the lighting of the Advent Wreath by our children. Intentional silences will 
follow the lessons, the homily and other aspects of the liturgy.  Rest in the quiet spaces of our Advent worship as 
expectation of "God with us" grows and is born in the story and in our life. O Come, O Come Emmanuel... 
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ENTRANCE HYMN                     63 (VS 1,2,5)                                           
 

 
 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                                                
 
All standing 

Presider Blessed be the One Holy and Living God 

People   Glory to God for ever and ever.  Amen.   

 

 
 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY (said by all) 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The following is sung, all standing 

KYRIE                  HYMNAL #S-96 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Presider Let us pray together 

 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 

way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 

greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

THE FIRST READING         Malachi 3:1-4 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi 

 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, 

says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 

purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD 

in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days 

of old and as in former years. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God.  

Silence following the reading... a moment to listen to the Word with your heart. 

Canticle 16 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
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Free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

THE SECOND READING                                                        Philippians 1:3-11 

 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Church in Philippi 
 
 I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of 

this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 

It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share 

in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For 

God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, 

that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what 

is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God.  

Silence following the reading... a moment to listen to the Word with your heart. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN                                               75    

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                   Luke 3:1-6 

All stand (as you are able) 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 

Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  
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He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

After the reading of the Gospel 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.                                                                                                                                              

 
 
THE HOMILY   
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 

worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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BIRTHDAY’S: 10 - Florence Solomon  14 - David Boggust 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Given in loving memory of our grandparents by Tanya and Ben Millet 
 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
Let us confess our sins to God. (Silence may be kept.) 
 
Priest and People 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world, you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 

love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
The Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 

All stand. 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

The People greet one another in the name of Christ 

Offering the peace of Jesus Christ is an ancient practice of the earliest Christian liturgies. 
It is a sacred greeting that offers the peace that passes all understanding. 

Looking into the eyes of the other and resisting additional conversation 
honors the holiness of the exchange. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 
Offertory Sentence 

 
Choir Anthem    A Voices Cry Out     Michael Jonas 
          
    Refrain 

A voice cries out in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord! 

A voice cries out in the wilderness: 
Make straight a highway for God! 

 
Verses 

Console my people, the ones dear to me: 
speak to the heart of Jerusalem:  

the time of your mourning is ended now,  
the Lord of life will come. 

 
Ev'ry valley is made a plain, 

ev'ry mountain is leveled 
the glory of God shall then be revealed, 

and the nations will sing in praise. 
 

A voice shouts: "Cry!" O what shall I cry? 
All flesh is like grass and its flowers: 

the grass may wither, the flower may fade, 
but the Word of the Lord is forever. 

 
At the presentation of the Gifts: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  and also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise 

 
 
 
 
Presider 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you 

made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, 

and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to 

walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for 

her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 

lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say): 
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Sanctus 
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The People may stand, kneel or sit 
 
The Presider continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death 

and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she 

might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke 

bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to 

draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for 

him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 

you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks 

to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 

crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 

Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given 

for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 

foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

 

 

 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always Abundance here and a place for you. 
You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 
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Communion Hymn            67 

 
Presider 

Let us pray. 

All 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 

us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love 

to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Blessing 

 

Announcements 

 

The Dismissal 

People   Thanks be to God. 

Sending Hymn           65       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASSISTING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 

    10am 
Eucharistic Minister:   Kitty DiBattista 
Lectors:    Paul Atlee & Joanne Arnold 
Greeter:    Kitty DiBattista 
Ushers:    Cindy Lind & Mary Thompson 
Counters:    Tom Bailey & Frank Borst 
Altar Guild    Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold 
Godly Play Teacher   Marti Wilson 
Godly Play Greeter   TBD 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

A PARISH  WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST, PIANIST & DIRECTOR OF EPIPHANY CHOIRS 

484-995-6110 (TEXT OR CALL) OR SUNFLOWERANGELS@VERIZON.NET 

 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

 SUNDAYS 

 8 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN)   

10 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC)   

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY WORSHIPS 

IN THE WARNER EDUCATION BUILDING 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net
tel:(484)%20995-6110
mailto:sunflowerangels@verizon.net

