
A FESTIVAL HOLY EUCHARIST IN CELEBRATION OF THE 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

.  

MONDAY DECEMBER 24, 2018 

5:00PM 

 
 

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  
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Prelude    Angel Carol      John Rutter 
    Christmas Joy Part Song    M.E. Campbell 
 

Introit:  Light the Christmas Wreath 
 
THE CHRISTMAS ACCLAMATION 

 Presider            Blessed be the one holy and living God 

 People             Glory to God for ever and ever  Amen. 

            Presider           This night Christ is born: 

            People             Alleluia! 

            Presider           This night the Savior comes: 

            People             Alleluia! 

            Presider           This night the angels sing on earth: 

            People            Alleluia! Glory to God in the Highest! 

 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN                O Come all Ye Faithful     83 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Presider Let us pray together 

 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant 
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when 
he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING         Isaiah 9:2-7 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness 

on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 

you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 

broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 

blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



4 

 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God.  

Silence following the reading... a moment to listen to the Word with your heart. 

Psalm 96 

 

1  Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2  Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3  Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

4  For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5  As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6  Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7  Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8  Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9  Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10  Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with 

equity." 

11  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12  Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the LORD when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

13  He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 

 



5 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN                 AWAY IN THE MANGER                           101     
       

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL        Luke 2:1-14(15-20) 

All stand (as you are able) 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 

be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered 

with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 

for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

[When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 

made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.] 

After the reading of the Gospel 

 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.                                                                                                                                              

 
 
THE HOMILY   
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 

worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
    
Reader:  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  (Silence is kept) 
 
Reader:  For all people in their daily life and work; 

People:  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

Reader:  For this community, the nation, and the world; 

People:   For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

Reader:  For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People:  For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

Reader:  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People:  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

Reader:  For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

People:  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

Reader:  For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Daniel, Rodney our Bishops; for Beth our Rector and   

    for all bishops and other ministers;  

People:  For all who serve God in God’s Church. 

Reader:  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

       The People add their petitions 

Reader:  Hear us, Lord; 

People:  For your mercy is great. 

Reader:  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

                     The People add their thanksgivings 

Reader:  We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People:  And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

Reader:  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
     The People add their petitions 

Reader:  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People:  Who put their trust in you. 

Concluding Collect (presider) 
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THE PEACE 
 

All stand. 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

The People greet one another in the name of Christ 

Offering the peace of Jesus Christ is an ancient practice of the earliest Christian liturgies. 
It is a sacred greeting that offers the peace that passes all understanding. 

Looking into the eyes of the other and resisting additional conversation 
honors the holiness of the exchange. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 
Offertory Sentence 

 
Anthem    What Shall I Give Him?   M.E. Campbell

 
At the presentation of the Gifts: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  and also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise 

 
Presider 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you 

made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, 

and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to 

walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for 

her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 

lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say): 
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Sanctus 
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The People may stand, kneel or sit 
 
The Presider continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death 

and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she 

might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke 

bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to 

draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for 

him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 

you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.”  

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Now gathered at 

your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to 

come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit 

upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 

and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of 

time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 

foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
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The Invitation to Holy Communion 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always Abundance here and a place for you. 
You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 

 

Communion Hymn                O little town of Bethlehem                      HYMN  79 
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Post Communion Hymn:      Silent Night        HYMN  111 
 

 
Presider 

Let us pray. 

All 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 

us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love 

to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Dismissal 

People   Thanks be to God.           
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Sending Hymn    Joy to the World     100  
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As we journey toward the holiest of nights, it is often easy to overlook the miraculous. 
Wonder and reverence are often relegated to the past. Yet, the reality of the Incarnation 
still shines out over the glare of commercialism, nationalism, secularism, and 
individualism. 
 
God, in humble submission, peered into our eyes from a manger so that our enslavement 
to sin and death would end. God with us; divine life so that we can have life. It is not a 
myth, a feel-good story or abstract theology. A child born unto Mary, a child born unto us, 
was laid in a manger. "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High." In 
him the Alpha and Omega are forever one, and "His Kingdom will know no end." Jesus is 
the purest truth ever known.  
 
Let us not be flippant with the purity Christmas story. Hold each moment of Christmas in 
blessed contemplation. While the rest of the world moves from one social celebration to 
the next, or laments the supposed death of the Church, I encourage you to hold the gift of 
His birth in your hands. Gather around and tell the story of Bethlehem as a prayer. 
Gather, gather together, and recount the birth of the holy child Jesus. Yes, God is with us 
and eternally present. 
 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." Approach the manger, look inside and peer into the eyes of God. It is 
in gazing on the face of Jesus that we awaken the holy in our lives. Like the shepherds let 
us share Him with the world, "glorifying and praising God for all we have heard and 
seen." 
 
Christ is about to be born into your life, and because of Christmas we will have life 
eternal. This is the reason we use the Greek formula of Gabriel's greeting to Mary "chaĩre 
- rejoice!" Rejoice, our Savior is born. Rejoice, our new relationship with God is born. 
Rejoice, for this is the Good News. 
 
Peer into the manger and it is there we find goodness, peace, hope, love and life.  
 
My prayers for a peaceful and holy Christmas.  

  
God Bless, 
 
The Rt. Rev. Daniel G. P. Gutiérrez 
 
XVI Bishop of The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

A PARISH  WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST, PIANIST & DIRECTOR OF EPIPHANY CHOIRS 

484-995-6110 (TEXT OR CALL) OR SUNFLOWERANGELS@VERIZON.NET 

 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

 SUNDAYS 

 8 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN)   

10 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC)   

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY WORSHIPS 

IN THE WARNER EDUCATION BUILDING 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net
tel:(484)%20995-6110
mailto:sunflowerangels@verizon.net

