
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST      September 9, 2018 

PROPER 18 

 

 

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 
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THE ENTRANCE RITE 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN            390   
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Presider  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

People        And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY (said by all) 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

HYMNAL 280                   GLORIA       
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
 
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who 

confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON      Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

READING FROM PROVERBS 

 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 

and favour is better than silver or gold. 

The rich and the poor have this in common: 

the LORD is the maker of them all. 

 

Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 

and the rod of anger will fail. 

Those who are generous are blessed, 

for they share their bread with the poor. 

 

Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 

or crush the afflicted at the gate; 

for the LORD pleads their cause 

and despoils of life those who despoil them. 

 

Reader     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People     Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  125 

1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, * 
which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 

2 The hills stand about Jerusalem; * 
so does the LORD stand round about his people, from this time forth for evermore. 

3 The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land alloted to the just, * 
so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 

4  Show your goodness, O LORD, to those who are good * 
and to those who are true of heart. 
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5  As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, the LORD will lead them away with the 

evildoers; * 

but peace be upon Israel. 

 THE SECOND LESSON           JAMES 2:1-10, [11-13], 14-17 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF JAMES 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 

person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 

say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 

feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 

Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith 

and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored 

the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who 

blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.[ For the 

one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not 

commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so act 

as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who 

has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.] 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 

save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 

peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 

that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 

Reader     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People     Thanks be to God 
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SEQUENCE HYMN         610   
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All stand (as they are able) 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL              Mark 7:24-37 

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to 

know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an 

unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the 

woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 

daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and 

throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 

crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So 

she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in 

the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; 

and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and 

put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he 

sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his 

tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he 

ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, 

“He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

THE HOMILY                                       
 

All stand (as they are able) 

THE NICENE CREED    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS: 10 - Karen Kreider  12 - Marsha Hill  14 - Jeffrey Chernesky 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Given in grateful thanksgiving for our children:  Katherine, Andrew, and Simone 
         By Vincent and Susan Garone   
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN  

Let us confess our sins to God.  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in 

your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

THE ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE    All stand as you are able. 

Presider     The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People    And also with you.  
 
The Ministers and the People greet one another (“Peace be with you”) 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE        

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE   

OFFERTORY ANTHEM     LOVE GROWS HERE                     DON BESIG 
                                                            

  
The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the refrain with following each verse of the anthem 
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At the presentation of the Gifts:              
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The people remain standing 

 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People           It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
HYMNAL    S 124           SANCTUS       

 
 
The People may stand or sit 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 

Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 

a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Presider and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Presider continues 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 

saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
S154            FRACTION 
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The Invitation to Communion: “The Gifts of God for the People of God.” 
 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people.  
There is always an abundance here and a place for you.  

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
Please cross your arms over your chest. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN             602 
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POST COMMUNION MEDITATION HYMN         574 

 

 

After Communion, the Presider says 

Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us  
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 
    Presider   
    People        Thanks be to God 
 
THE SENDING HYMN        493    
   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ASSISTING IN TODAYS  WORSHIP  
 

    9am 

Eucharistic Minister:   Paul Atlee 
Lectors:    Tanya Millet & Ben Millet 
Greeter:    Cindy Lind 
Ushers:    Susan & Vincent Garone 
Counters:    Charles Dell and Volunteer 
Altar Guild     Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold, 
     Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    
610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 
 

 

A PARISH  

WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST & DIRECTOR OF EPIPHANY CHOIRS 
484-995-6110 (TEXT OR CALL) OR SUNFLOWERANGELS@VERIZON.NET 

 
 
 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 
215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

WORSHIP  

8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN) 

10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net
tel:(484)%20995-6110
mailto:sunflowerangels@verizon.net

