
  

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! 
Following the service 

We hope you’ll join us in the undercroft for a gala reception 
Celebrating the Baptism of Elizabeth Ann Lutz 

And God’s Hope Alive  
In the Church of the Epiphany, Royersford 

 
                                                

 
 

A Service of Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist  

On the Occasion of 

 

The Feast of Michael and All Angels  
and as the 

Church of the Epiphany 

Bids its Historic Place of Worship 

Goodbye 
 
 

ELEVEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 
 



2 

We give thanks today for the Epiphany Choirs reassembled for this special service and for the gifts offered 
by guest musicians: Suzanne Erb, Soprano & Will Brenfleck, Saxophonist 

 
Hand Bell Prelude   O Lord With Wondrous Mystery  arr. Mary Elizabeth Campbell 
Choir & Bells   The Tree Song       Ken Medema 

 
 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN                                                             618                            
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                                                
 
All standing 

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Presider There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Presider One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Presider Let us pray 

 
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of 

angels and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you 

in heaven, so by your appointment they may help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
The people are seated 
 

THE FIRST READING                                  Genesis 28:10-17 
 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for 

the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his 

head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, 

the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 

And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the 

God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 

shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to 

the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your 

offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 

this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke 

from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!”  And he was 

afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this 

is the gate of heaven.” 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 103  (said antiphonally by whole verse, beginning on the lectern side of the church) 

 

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 

and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 

and forget not all his benefits. 

3 He forgives all your sins * 

and heals all your infirmities; 

4 He redeems your life from the grave * 

and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 

5 He satisfies you with good things, * 

and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 

6 The Lord executes righteousness * 

and judgment for all who are oppressed. 

7 He made his ways known to Moses * 

and his works to the children of Israel. 

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 He will not always accuse us, * 

nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, * 

so far has he removed our sins from us. 

13 As a father cares for his children, * 

so does the Lord care for those who fear him. 

14 For he himself knows whereof we are made; * 

he remembers that we are but dust. 

15 Our days are like the grass; * 

we flourish like a flower of the field; 

16 When the wind goes over it, it is gone, * 

and its place shall know it no more. 

17 But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever on those who fear him, * 

and his righteousness on children's children; 

18 On those who keep his covenant * 

and remember his commandments and do them.] 

19 The Lord has set his throne in heaven, * 

and his kingship has dominion over all. 
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20 Bless the Lord, you angels of his, you mighty ones who do his bidding, * 

and hearken to the voice of his word. 

21 Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, * 

you ministers of his who do his will. 

22 Bless the Lord, all you works of his, in all places of his dominion; * 

bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 

 

 

THE SECOND READING                                                      Revelation 12: 7-12  

 

A Reading from the Revelation to John 
 

War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and 

his angels fought back, but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in  

heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and  

Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were  

thrown down with him. 

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, “Now have come the salvation and the  

power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah, for the accuser of our  

comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 

But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 

for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. 

Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, for  

the devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God.  
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SEQUENCE HYMN                                                                         625 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                 John 1: 47-51 

All stand (as able) 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 

whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 

answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you 

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told 

you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, 

“Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.” 

After the reading of the Gospel 

Deacon    The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.         

                                                                                                                                  

THE HOMILY                       THE REV. BETH W. HIXON 

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidate 

The Presider says 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

The Parents and Godparents say 

I present Elizabeth Ann Lutz to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

The Presider then continues 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and 

life? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 

Presider 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 

The Presider then asks 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces 
 of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
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Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world  
 which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
  
Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
  
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do. 
  
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 

 
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 
 
The Presider addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People We will. 
 
The Presider then says 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 

covenant. 

 

The Baptismal Covenant 
 

Presider Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the  

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

Presider Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
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Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Presider Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

The Prayers for the Candidate 
 

The Presider then says to the people 

Let us now pray for Elizabeth Ann who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

A person appointed leads the following petitions 

 Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Open her heart to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Leader Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Send her into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The Presider says 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power 
of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Thanksgiving Over the Water 
 

The Presider then says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Presider 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 

creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 

promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 

Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 

everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we 

share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to 

your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

At the following words, the Presider touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 

cleansed from sin and born again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.To 

him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Baptism 
 

The candidate is presented by name to the Presider who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate 

Elizabeth Ann, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

Then the Presider places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using 
Chrism 

Elizabeth Ann, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever. 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your 
servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in 
your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a 
spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
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The Presider then says 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Presider and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 

resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

 
THE PEACE (All stand) 

 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

The People greet one another in the name of Christ 
Offering the peace of Jesus Christ is an ancient practice of the earliest Christian liturgies. 

It is a sacred greeting that offers the peace that passes all understanding. 
Looking into the eyes of the other and resisting additional conversation 

Honors the holiness of the exchange. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

THE OFFERING TODAY WILL HELP SUPPORT  
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY’S MOVE FROM THE CHURCH BUILDING 

 
Offertory Sentence 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                   LOVE GROWS HERE      Don Besig 
   
All stand 

At the presentation of the Gifts: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   The people remain standing. 
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The Presider continues 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, 
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you 
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of 
your presence, they offer you unceasing praise.  
 
Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your 
Name, as we sing  
 
Presider and People 

Sanctus    S128 

 
 
 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Presider continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty  works reveal your wisdom and love. You 

formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in  

obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience 

took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our 

help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with 

you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
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Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 

Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To 

the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. 

To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and 

made the whole creation new. And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died 

and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work 

in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own 

who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  Father, we now 

celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the 

dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and 

offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless 

you. 

 
Presider and People 

 
 

The Presider continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 

these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life 

and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood  

of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 

spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. 

Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

 

[Remember (NN. and) all who minister in your Church.] 

[Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.]  

[Remember                             .] 

[Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and  

those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into  

the place of eternal joy and light.] 
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And grant that we may find our inheritance with [the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, (with                             ) and] all the saints who have found favor  

with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 

Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and for ever. 

 
 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD                        S-154 

 
 
 
 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION: “THE GIFTS OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD” 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always Abundance here and a 
place for you. You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 
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COMMUNION HYMN                                                              282 
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COMMUNION HYMN                                                                  454 (Picardy tune) 

 

 
 

 

 

Post Communion Anthem                    For the Beauty of the Earth                        John Rutter 
 

 

4    
  

4    
  

4      
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Presider 

Let us pray. 

All 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 

united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 

heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Welcome and Honoraria  Mr. and Mrs. Donald Grubb 

The Blessing and Dismissal 

People   Thanks be to God. 

Serving Today 
 

KATHY COBBS, BETSY DELL, SHERRI QUINLAN AND BETTY MURPHY 
Reception 

 

 JULIE DATTILO, JOANNE ARNOLD AND CATHY BAILEY 
 Altar Guild 

 

MARY CAMPBELL 
 Organist and Choir Director 

 
THE EPIPHANY CHOIRS AND GUEST MUSICIANS: Suzanne Erb, Soprano & Will Brenfleck, Saxophonist 

 
CHARLES DELL AND LINDA DEAN 

Greeters 
 

BILL WILSON AND SUSAN GARONE 
Ushers 

 

 HELEN WARNER AND BILL HUMMER 
 Lectors 

 

PAUL EXLEY 
Acolyte 

 

PAUL ATLEE  
Eucharistic Minister 

 

THE REV. JOE DIETZ 
Deacon 

 
THE REV. LORI EXLEY 

Paten 
 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON 
Presider and Preacher 
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Sending Hymn              473  
   

 

 

Postlude  Allegro Vivo e Maestoso on Placare Christe Servulis ......Dom Paul Benoit 

 

 

 



19 

The Journey Continues 

In 1889, two women who lived in the Royersford area envisioned the presence of a Christian 

Community that would worship God in the Anglican tradition. The first service of the 

gathered community was held on January 6, 1889, The Feast of the Epiphany.  The laying of 

a cornerstone for the Epiphany Chapel followed that summer. Seven and a half years later, 

January 1897, the first church building was created for the Church of the Epiphany 

community through the support of other Episcopal church communities in the Diocese of 

Pennsylvania and children’s Advent offerings.  

While the first church worship structure was an important outward and visible sign of God’s 

presence at Washington and Third, the living faith of the Epiphany Community along with 

the support of the Diocesan community and God’s ever-present grace that built the current 

church building when it burned to the ground in 1903. Oral tradition has it that the mortar 

used to construct this building contained sand mixed with metal filings. The stability of the 

structure may have been affected by the presence of the filings, but it is the continuous 

intrusion of water into the walls that extend directly into and below ground that has caused  

the southeast walls to bulge so that they are now six inches out of plumb according to the  

structural engineer. He has strongly recommended the building be vacated before the first 

freeze of this year, 2018. 

To leave a space that holds cherished memories across more than a century is very difficult. 

The vision of the women who conceived of an Episcopal presence in the Royersford area is 

still alive and well. For the time being, the still faith-filled, faithful and loving Epiphany 

community, The Church of the Epiphany, will be holding joyful worship in the Warner 

Education Building next door to the church and the mission and ministries of this parish 

family will continue. We move into the future confident of the unwavering real presence of 

God, companioned by Jesus and one another, and open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

as the Dream of God’s compassionate love is revealed and lived. 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 

A PARISH  

WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST, PIANIST & DIRECTOR OF EPIPHANY CHOIRS 

484-995-6110 (TEXT OR CALL) OR SUNFLOWERANGELS@VERIZON.NET 

 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 SUNDAYS 

 8 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN)   

10 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC)   

 

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 
10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY WORSHIPS 

IN THE WARNER EDUCATION BUILDING 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net
tel:(484)%20995-6110
mailto:sunflowerangels@verizon.net

