
FIFTHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST      September 2, 2018 

PROPER 17 

 

 

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 

 
 

 

 

THE CONTEMPORARY VERSION OF THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 WILL BE USED THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

 

 

 



 2 

THE ENTRANCE RITE 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN            372   
           

 
 

Presider  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.. 

People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY (said by all) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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HYMNAL 404 (VS 1&3)                 SONG OF PRAISE       
 

 
 

 

 

THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider God be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the 

love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth 

in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON       Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

READING FROM THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY 

 

Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 

observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, 

is giving you. You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, 

but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 

You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, 

who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning 

people!” For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call 

to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am 

setting before you today? 

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have 

seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children 

and your children’s children. 

 

Reader     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People     Thanks be to God. 

 PSALM  15 

1  LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 

who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2  Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 

who speaks the truth from his heart. 

3  There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * 

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

4  In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 

but he honors those who fear the LORD. 

5  He has sworn to do no wrong * 

and does not take back his word. 

6  He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

7  Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 
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THE SECOND LESSON           JAMES 1:17-27 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF JAMES 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he 

gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 

for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and 

rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to 

save your souls. 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of 

the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at 

themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the 

perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act-they will 

be blessed in their doing. 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is 

worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 

Reader     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People     Thanks be to God 

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN         656   
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All stand (as they are able) 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL              Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, 

they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 

(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus 

observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash 

it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 

kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 

tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about 

you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 

in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ You abandon the commandment 

of God and hold to human tradition.” 

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is 

nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” For 

it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 

avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from 

within, and they defile a person.” 

 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

THE HOMILY                                       
 

All stand (as they are able) 

THE NICENE CREED    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS: 2 – Allison & Andrew Tosco, Will Wilson   4 - June Blauser   
         5 -  Patricia Bailey, Taylor Bielicki 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Given in memory of Ralph and Dorothy Garber and Carrie Pennypacker Wagner  
                  by Marge Kabak" 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN  

Let us confess our sins to God.  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in 

your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

THE ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE    All stand as you are able. 

Presider     The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People    And also with you.  
 
The Ministers and the People greet one another (“Peace be with you”) 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE        

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE   

OFFERTORY HYMN                           423   
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At the presentation of the Gifts:              
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The people remain standing 

 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People           It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 

mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; 

you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish 

us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of 

every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say): 
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HYMNAL    S 114           SANCTUS       

 
 
The People may stand or sit 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own 

image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be 

your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one 

another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 

violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for 

us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into 

covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 

prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the 

human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the 

cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for  

you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Presider and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and 

this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the 

world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, 

present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 

praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Presider 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Presider Alleluia, Christ our passover is sacrificed for us 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia  
 
S171            FRACTION 

 
 
 

The Invitation to Communion: “The Gifts of God for the People of God.” 
 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people.  
There is always an abundance here and a place for you.  

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
Please cross your arms over your chest. 
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COMMUNION HYMN             707 
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POST COMMUNION HYMN         382 

 

After Communion, the Presider says 

Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 
    Presider   
    People        Thanks be to God 
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THE SENDING HYMN        WLP 778   
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ASSISTING IN TODAYS  WORSHIP  
 

    9am 

Eucharistic Minister:   William Hummer 
Lectors:    Helen Warner & Larry Way 
Greeter:    Kitty DiBattista 
Ushers:    Sherri Quinlan  
Counters:    Bill and Marti Wilson 
Altar Guild     Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold, 
     Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    
610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 
 

 

A PARISH  

WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST & DIRECTOR OF EPIPHANY CHOIRS 
484-995-6110 (TEXT OR CALL) OR SUNFLOWERANGELS@VERIZON.NET 

 
 
 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 
215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

WORSHIP  

2018 SUMMER SUNDAY SERVICE 

June 17 – September 2 
 

9 AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

 

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 
10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 

IN THE AIRCONDITIONED UNDERCROFT 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net
tel:(484)%20995-6110
mailto:sunflowerangels@verizon.net

