
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST       May 27, 2018 

PROPER 4 

 

 

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 
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THE ENTRANCE RITE 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN      440          
 

 
 

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY (said by all) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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HYMNAL S280                   GLORIA       
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
 
O God, your never-failing providence sets in order all things both in heaven and earth: Put 

away from us, we entreat you, all hurtful things, and give us those things which are profitable 

for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON       1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 

 

This lesson will be offered in the form of a Godly Play story 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those 

days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 

could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 

lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 

said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, 

my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not 

yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, 

and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 

Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your 

servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the LORD came and stood 

there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

[Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears 

of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning 

his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for 

the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 

Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice 

or offering forever.” Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the 

LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” 

He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so 

to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him 

everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to 

him.” As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all 

Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.] 

 

Reader     The Word of the Lord 

People     Thanks be to God. 
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 PSALM  139:1-5, 12-17 

1  LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2  You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3  Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4  You press upon me behind and before * 

and lay your hand upon me. 

5  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12  For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13  I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 

your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14  My body was not hidden from you, * 

while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15  Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them  

 were written in your book; * 

they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 

16  How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 

how great is the sum of them! 

17  If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

THE SECOND LESSON            2 CORINTHIANS 4:5-12 

A READING FROM PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN CORINTH 

 

We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 

Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts 

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 

belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in 

our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life 

of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

 

Reader     The Word of the Lord 

People     Thanks be to God 
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THE SEQUENCE HYMN                       490                                                                                                  
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All stand (as they are able) 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL                              Mark 2:23-3:6 

One sabbath Jesus and his disciples were going through the grainfields; and as they made their way 

his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing 

what is not lawful on the sabbath?” And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did when 

he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? He entered the house of God, when 

Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the 

priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.” Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made 

for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.” 

Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. They watched him 

to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the 

man who had the withered hand, “Come forward.”  
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Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But 

they were silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and 

said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The 

Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him. 

 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
 
THE HOMILY                                       
 

 

All stand (as they are able) 

THE NICENE CREED    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

BIRTHDAYS:   5 - Tanya Millet  8 - Vicki Cox 
ANNIVERSARIES:  1 - Charles & Betsy Dell   3 - David & Holly Cross   5 - Paul & Trish Atlee 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Are given today in loving memory of Dorothy Marie Borst by Frank Borst and Liz,  

Abby, and Tori Leary 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may  

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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THE ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE    All stand as you are able. 

Presider     The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People    And also with you.  
 
The Ministers and the People greet one another (“Peace be with you”) 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE        

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE   

OFFERTORY HYMN   567   
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At the presentation of the Gifts:              

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The people remain standing 

 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People           It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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HYMNAL    S 128           SANCTUS       

 
The People may stand, kneel or sit 
 
The Presider continues 

 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 

Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 

a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Presider and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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The Presider continues 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 

saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
  

 
HYMNAL      S154                    BREAKING OF THE BREAD       

 
 

The Invitation to Communion: “The Gifts of God for the People of God.” 
 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always an 
Abundance here and a place for you. You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
Please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 

 
 
 
 
 



 14 

COMMUNION HYMN     335        
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After Communion, the Presider says 

Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us  
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
RECOGNITION  
  

 Godly Play Teachers, Greeters and Children  
 New Members 
 Ministries and Ministers 

 
THE BLESSING  
THE DISMISSAL 
 
    Presider   
    People        Thanks be to God 
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THE SENDING HYMN   655 

    

 

Postlude 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ASSISTING IN TODAYS  WORSHIP  
 

    10am 
Eucharistic Minister:   Marti Wilson 
Lectors:    Zachary Hayes 
Acolyte:    William Hummer 
Greeter:    Cindy Lind 
Ushers:    Betsy & Charles Dell 
Counters:    Bill and Marti Wilson 
Altar Guild     Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold, 

    Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 

A PARISH  

WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY 

8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN) 

10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST & DIRECTOR OF EPIPHANY CHOIRS 

484-995-6110 (TEXT OR CALL) OR SUNFLOWERANGELS@VERIZON.NET 

 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net
tel:(484)%20995-6110
mailto:sunflowerangels@verizon.net

