
 
THE SEASON OF EASTER 

 
 

  Welcome to the Church of the Epiphany! 
A warm and friendly welcome to all!  To help us get to know you better, please 

sign a visitor’s card and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  
We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and conversation  

in the undercroft after the service. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The celebration of Eastertide extends from The Great Vigil of Easter, encompasses the Feast of 

the Ascension (40th day after the first Sunday of Easter commonly called Easter Day) and ends with 

the Feast of Pentecost (the 50th day of Eastertide).  Though the resurrection of Jesus Christ is 

celebrated every Sunday of the church year as we experience the real presence of Jesus in the 

breaking of the bread, Eastertide is a time of amplified joyous celebration that moves us to sing parts of 

the liturgy that are often not sung in penitential and ordinary time seasons and to end our worship with a 

two- fold Alleluia at the dismissal. 
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THE ENTRANCE RITE 

Prelude 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN            492 

 

                             
 

 

Presider  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY (said by all) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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HYMNAL S280                   GLORIA       
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 

Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
THE FIRST READING                                         Acts 3:12-19 
 

A READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 

though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed 

over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected 

the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of 

life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name 

itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has 

given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled 

what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and 

turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

 

Reader     The Word of the Lord 
People     Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  4 

1  Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 

you set me free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2  "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 

how long will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?" 

3  Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 

when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

4  Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 

speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5  Offer the appointed sacrifices * 

and put your trust in the LORD. 

6  Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

7  You have put gladness in my heart, * 

more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8  I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 

for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

THE SECOND READING              1 JOHN 3:1-7 

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 

are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's 

children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 

revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 

themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was 

revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who 

sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does 

what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

Reader     The Word of the Lord 

People     Thanks be to God 
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THE SEQUENCE HYMN                                                                                                208 (1,4,5)           
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All stand (as they are able) 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                      Luke 24:36b-48 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you 

frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 

myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 

And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave 

him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 

that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 

are witnesses of these things. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
THE HOMILY                                       
 
 
THE NICENE CREED   All stand (as they are able) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Birthdays: 16 - Kile Exley, 17 - Julia Shay Huey, 20 - Sarah Bailey, 21 - Blaine Huey 

Anniversaries: 17 - William & Mary Hummer 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN  

Let us confess our sins to God 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in 

your love and serve only your will. Amen 
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THE ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE    All stand as you are able. 

Presider     The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People    And also with you.  

The Ministers and the People greet one another (“Peace be with you”) 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE        

THE OFFERTORY  SENTENCE AND HYMN                                                     182   
  

 
 

At the presentation of the Gifts:              

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The people remain standing 

 

 
 
 
The Presider continues 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 

mercy. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of 

the world.  By his death he has destoyed death, and by his rising  to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

HYMNAL    S 128         SANCTUS       
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The Presider continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own 

image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be 

your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one 

another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 

violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for 

us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 

sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in 

the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human 

family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he 

triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of 

wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

 
 
 
The Presider continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 

this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior 

Jesus Christ.  
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Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the 

world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, 

present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name forever.  Through Christ, and with Christ, and in 

Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever 

and ever.       

      
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
HYMNAL      S154                    BREAKING OF THE BREAD       

 
 

The Invitation to Communion:  “The Gifts of God for the People of God.” 
 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always an 
Abundance here and a place for you. You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
Please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 
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COMMUNION HYMN     306 
 

 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN     193                                  
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After Communion, the Presider says 

Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 

united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 

heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING & THE DISMISSAL 
 
    Presider      Let us go forth into the world, in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia 
    People        Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
THE SENDING HYMN   180                      



 15 

 
Postlude 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSISTING IN TODAYS  WORSHIP  
 

    10am 
Eucharistic Minister:   Marti Wilson 
Lectors:    Larry Way & Helen Warner 
Acolyte:    TBD 
Greeter:    Cindy Lind 
Usher:     Mary Thompson & Bill Wilson 
Counters:    Bill and Marti Wilson 
Altar Guild     Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold, 
     Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet 
Godly Play Greeter   Kitty DiBattista 
Godly Play Teacher   Liz Leary 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 

A PARISH  

WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY 

8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN) 

10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST & DIRECTOR OF EPIPHANY CHOIRS 

484-995-6110 (TEXT OR CALL) OR SUNFLOWERANGELS@VERIZON.NET 

 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net
tel:(484)%20995-6110
mailto:sunflowerangels@verizon.net

