
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT         FEBRUARY 18TH, 2018 

 
WELCOME TO 

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
ROYERSFORD, PA    

 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

To emphasize the penitential nature of the Lenten season, extended periods of silence will be kept after the 

readings, after the sermon or homily, and at the Breaking of the Bread. 
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All stand (as you are able) as the ministers enter   

A PENITENTIAL ORDER             

Presider  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People      His mercy endures forever. 

Presider    

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The 

second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”   

Mark 12:29-31 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  

Presider and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Presider  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.   Amen. 

The following is sung, all standing 

KYRIE                                                                                     HYMNAL #S-86 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Presider Let us pray 

 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to 

help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of 

us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

THE FIRST READING        Genesis 9:8-17 

 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 

 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 

descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, 

and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with 

you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a 

flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 

and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and 

it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the 

bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow 

is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 

established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Silence is kept 

 

Psalm 25:1-9 

1  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 

 let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2  Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

 let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
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3  Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

 and teach me your paths. 

4  Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5  Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

 for they are from everlasting. 

6  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

 remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7  Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

 therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8  He guides the humble in doing right * 

 and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9  All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

 to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 
THE SECOND READING                                                      1 Peter 3:18-22 

 
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter  
 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 

He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 

days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 

water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as 

an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God.  

Silence is kept   

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN 142                                             

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL      Mark 1:9-15 

All stand (as you are able) 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted 

by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

 

After the reading of the Gospel 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.                                                                                                                                              

 
Silence is kept 
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THE HOMILY 

Silence is kept 

The Nicene Creed 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 

worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 
 
BIRTHDAY’S:  21 - Sara Smokowicz 
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THE PEACE 
 
 All stand. 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

The People greet one another in the name of Christ 

Offering the peace of Jesus Christ is an ancient practice of the earliest Christian liturgies. 
It is a sacred greeting that offers the peace that passes all understanding. 

Looking into the eyes of the other and resisting additional conversation 
Honors the holiness of the exchange. 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 
Offertory Sentence 

 

  Offertory Hymn (or Choir Anthem)     150     
   

 
 
All stand 

At the presentation of the Gifts: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  and also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Sanctus  S124 

 

The People may stand, kneel or sit 
 
The Presider continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin 

and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, 

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  After supper he took the cup of wine; and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me." 



11 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Presider and People 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Presider continues 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 

Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 

in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
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The Invitation to Holy Communion 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always Abundance here and a place for you. 
You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 

 

 Communion Hymn    147        
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  Communion Hymn  311        

 
 

Presider 

Let us pray. 

 

All 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 

kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.  

Blessing 

Announcements 

The Dismissal 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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Sending Hymn     559      
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ASSISTING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 

    10am 
Eucharistic Minister:   William Hummer 
Lectors:    Larry Way & Helen Warner 
Acolyte:    TBD 
Greeter:    Kitty DiBattista 
Usher:     Ben Millet & Kathy Cobbs 
Counters:    Bill and Marti Wilson 
Altar Guild     Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold, 
     Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet 
Godly Play Greeter   Kitty DiBattista 
Godly Play Teacher   Marti Wilson 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 

A PARISH  

WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY 

8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN) 

10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

 

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST & CHOIR DIRECTOR 

 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net

