
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY – THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD                                                  JANUARY 7TH  2018 

 
WELCOME TO 

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
ROYERSFORD, PA    

 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 

 
 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

The Holy Eucharist Rite II 

The Holy Baptism of  

Ainsley Elizabeth & Samantha Mary Lacovitti 
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ENTRANCE HYMN                                            121                                              

 
 

 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                                                
 
All standing 

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Presider There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Presider One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Presider Let us pray 

 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his 
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

THE FIRST READING                                  Genesis 1:1-5 

 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 29 

 

1  Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

2  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 

worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

3  The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 

the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

4  The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 

the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

5  The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 

the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6  He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7  The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; the voice of the LORD shakes the 

wilderness; * 

the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8  The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 

and strips the forests bare. 

9  And in the temple of the LORD * 

all are crying, "Glory!" 

10  The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 

the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
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11  The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 

the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

THE SECOND READING                                                      Acts 19:1-7 

 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where 

he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” 

They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then 

were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism 

of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On 

hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, 

the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were 

about twelve of them. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God.  

                          SEQUENCE HYMN                                                 294 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Mark 1:4-11 

All stand (as you are able) 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 

to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just 

as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 

dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

 

After the reading of the Gospel 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.         

                                                                                                                                      

THE HOMILY   

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

The Presider says 

The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

The Parents and Godparents say 

I present Ainsley Elizabeth & Samantha Mary to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

The Presider then continues 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the children you present is brought up in the Christian faith and 

life? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 

Presider 

Will you by your prayers and witness help these children to grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 
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The Presider then asks 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces 
 of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer I renounce them. 

 
Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world  
 which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
  
Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
  
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do. 
  
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 

 
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 
 
The Presider addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People We will. 
 
The Presider then says 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 

covenant. 

 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Presider Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the  

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

Presider Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Presider Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

The Prayers for the Candidates 
The Presider then says to the people 

Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

 Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Open their heart to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The Presider says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power 
of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. 
Amen. 

Thanksgiving Over the Water 
The Presider then says 

 The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Presider 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 

creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 

promise.  

In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 

Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 

everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we 

share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to 

your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

At the following words, the Presider touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 

cleansed from sin and born again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Baptism 
 

The candidate is presented by name to the Presider, or to an assisting priest or Presider, who then immerses, 
or pours water upon, the candidate 

Then the Presider places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using 
Chrism. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your 
servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, 
in your Holy Spirit.  

Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and 
to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

The Presider then says 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Presider and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 

resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

 
THE PEACE 
 
All stand. 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

The People greet one another in the name of Christ 

Offering the peace of Jesus Christ is an ancient practice of the earliest Christian liturgies. 
It is a sacred greeting that offers the peace that passes all understanding. 

Looking into the eyes of the other and resisting additional conversation 
Honors the holiness of the exchange. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

(TODAY WE USE THE CONTEMPORARY LORD’S PRAYER) 
 
Offertory Sentence 

 
 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM  From the Day You Were Born  Russell Nagy                        
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All stand 

At the presentation of the Gifts: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  and also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
Presider 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus 
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The People may stand, kneel or sit 
 
The Presider continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 

error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Presider and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Presider continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [ ___________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always Abundance here and a place for 
you. You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 

 

                      

                        Communion Hymn                                                          448 
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                         Communion Hymn                                                      339 
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Presider 

Let us pray. 

 

All 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 

united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 

heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Announcements 

The Dismissal 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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Sending Hymn                         616 

 

BIRTHDAY’S: 13 - Marge Kabak, Valencia Marrella 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Given in remembrance of our mothers Jane Elliott and Adelaide's Hill  
        by Ed and Marsha Hill 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

A PARISH  

WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WWW.DIOPA.ORG 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY 

8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN) 

10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

churchoffice@epiphanystar.net 

ELIZABETH FRANCISCO, SUPPLY PIANIST & CHOIR DIRECTOR 

 

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

ASSISTING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 

    10am 
Eucharistic Minister:   Kitty DiBattista 
Lectors:     Paul Atlee & Joanne Arnold 
Acolyte:     William Hummer 
Greeter:    Cindy Lind 
Usher:     Frank Borst & The DiBattistas 
Counters:    Tom Bailey & Frank Borst 
Altar Guild     Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold, 
     Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet  
Godly Play Greeter   The Atlee’s 
Godly Play Teacher   Liz Leary 
 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
http://www./
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanystar.net

