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Welcome to the Church of the Epiphany!
A warm and friendly welcome to all! We are especially pleased to welcome all our
brothers and sisters from across the Valley. Please come together in the undercroft
following the service to enjoy refreshments and one another. (Rest rooms are located
in the undercroft and can be accessed by moving through the double doors beside the
lectern, through the sacristy and down the stairs to the right.)

The Entrance Rite
The Procession

Hymn 128
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
All standing
Presider
People

Blessed be the One Holy and Living God
Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen.
The Gloria S278
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray

All

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead
us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
THE FIRST READING

ISAIAH 60:1–6

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will
appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your
eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your
heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of
the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim
the praise of the Lord.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
1

Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
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That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
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That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
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He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
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He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
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He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.
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In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
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The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
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All kings shall bow down before him, *
and all the nations do him service.
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For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
and the oppressed who has no helper.
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He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
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He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

THE SECOND READING

EPHESIANS 3:1–12

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Church in Ephesus
This is the reason that I Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—assume that
you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which
will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body,
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a
servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. Although I
am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
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This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches
Thanks be to God.

The Sequence

Hymn 124 (verses 1-3)

All stand as they are able

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Priest
People

Matthew 2:1–12

THE REV. ROBIN ROBB, PROCLAIMING

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
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They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY

THE REV. STEPHEN MOORE

The Prayers of the People
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THE OFFERTORY
Bell Choir Anthem:
l

Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella

(The monetary offering will be given to the United Thank Offering of the Episcopal Church)

Hymn 109 (verses 1-3)

Sing standing at the Presentation of the Gifts
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The Liturgy of the Table
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise

Presider

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun,
moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and
taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a
mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
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In the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the
knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ. And so this day we join with Saints and
Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

The Sanctus

S128

The People may stand, kneel or sit
The Presider continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she
might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He
broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He
yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the
time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for
all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who
was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living
sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

The Invitation to Holy Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God
This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always Abundance here and a place for
you. You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail.
If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome;
please come forward and cross your arms over your chest.
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Hymn 117

The Communion

The Prayer after Communion
All

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our
Savior. Amen
The Blessing and the Dismissal
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The Sending Procession

Hymn 135 (all verses)

Refreshments and fellowship are offered in the undercroft following the service.
We hope you’ll join together!
Access the undercroft by moving through the sacristy and down the steps
or by leaving the church via the doors through which you entered and following the sidewalk
to the Third Street breezeway.
(The breezeway entrance has many fewer steps.)
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY
209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA 19468
610-948-9655
WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET

A PARISH
WITHIN THE VALLEY FORGE DEANERY OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA
WWW.DIOPA.ORG
WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY
8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN)
10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC)
MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY

10:15AM WEDNESDAYS

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
churchoffice@epiphanystar.net

MARY CAMPBELL, ORGANIST

THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR
215-896-0828 (TEXT OR CALL) OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET
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