
 

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 

 

 

 

 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Proper 21 

         October 1st, 2017 
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Liturgy of the Word 

Entrance Hymn     435 (1-4) 

 

All stand as able 

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
The Presider and People 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The following is sung, all standing 
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The Collect of the Day 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of 
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Reading Exodus 17:1-7 

All are seated 

A Reading from the book of Exodus. 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 

commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 

quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 

with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 

complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 

and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are 

almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of 

the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will 

be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so 

that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place 

Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord 

among us or not?” 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16  

 

1  Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2  I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3  That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us, * 

we will not hide from their children. 
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4  We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power of 

the LORD, * 

and the wonderful works he has done. 

12  He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 

13  He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 

he made the waters stand up like walls. 

14  He led them with a cloud by day, * 

and all the night through with a glow of fire. 

15  He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 

and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

16  He brought streams out of the cliff, * 

and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

 

The Second Reading Philippians 2:1-13 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi. 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 

in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 

others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 

others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of 

a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted 

him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 

now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work 

in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn        686     

 

 

All stand as able 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-32 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
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Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 

by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did 

you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John 

as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you 

by what authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to 

the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did 

the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; 

and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

The Homily  
 

The Nicene Creed 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 

has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAY’S:  2 - Christen Martin  4 - Mary Hummer 
ANNIVERSARIES: 1 - Ed & Vicki Cox   3- Ben & Tanya Millet   7 - Kevin & Dottie Bellissimo 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Given in honor of Tanya and Ben’s anniversary and our lovely daughter Charlotte. 
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Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole  

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your  

will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Peace 

All stand. 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
The People greet one another in the name of Christ 
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The Liturgy of the Table 

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Hymn        492                

 

At the presentation of the Offering:                                               
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:           
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The people remain standing. 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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The Presider proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 

planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 

and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and 

we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 

Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open 

for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 

and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 

glory, in their unending hymn:  

 

Sanctus 
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The Presider continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 
AMEN. 
 

The Presider continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

 

 

 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 

This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always Abundance here and a place for 
you. You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 
please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 
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Communion Hymn         343   
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Communion Hymn          439 

 

After Communion, the Presider says 

Let us pray. 

All 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son  
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body  
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love  
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Announcements 

Dismissal 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Hymn         WLP 782    
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HONORING DODI & ROBIN: TODAY following the 10 am service, we will gather to celebrate the 
music ministries of Dodi Kearns and Robin Smith. Let us all come together to express our love and 
appreciation for them and the many gifts they have offered to the Glory of God and to us during their 
time at Epiphany. Robin’s last Sunday is October 8th and Dodi’s is October 15th. 
 
ANNUAL GIVING 2018: Our little community is being faced with challenging changes and stark 
realities that call upon us to do some deep reflection about our identity, our passions, our resources 
and gifts, our mission and purpose in the world. During the month of October, we will begin to pray, 
listen, explore, discern, commit and act in order to discover how God is calling us to serve together 
into the future. Your presence at Sunday services, at the Parish Forum on the 22nd and the Brunch on 
the 29th is very important. Opportunities for reflection will also occur in existing small groups and in 
other ways yet to be identified. In the ever-present hope and realization of new life in Christ and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit we move forward faithfully. 
 
OKTOBERFEST: At the home of Kathy & Jack Cobbs, 24 Acoma Lane, Collegeville - Saturday, 
October 7 at 5:30.  Contact Helen Warner (610-901-3517) to reserve. 
What might you like to bring?  Suggestions include: a vegie tray, perhaps with asparagus; sausage-
stuffed mushroom caps; sauerbraten; roast pork; rye and/or pumpernickel bread and butter;   
German beer; German or other wine; soft drinks. 
 
OUR SEVENTH ANNUAL CHILI SALE IS COMING!! Our Chili Sale will begin next Sunday, October 
8th and run through October 29th!!  As usual, we will sell quarts of chili of four kinds, for $8.00 a 
quart, as well as corn muffins at two for a $1.00.  Please see order blank and details next Sunday, 
and get ready to order some chili!!  
Help is still needed!!  Call Betsy if you can make some chili and have not told her!! 
 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: The feast day of St. Francis of Assisi is coming up. Next Sunday, 
October 8th at 3:00 pm animals (living or stuffed) are invited to receive a blessing in the courtyard of 
the church. Friends, neighbors…ALL ARE WELCOME! [Note the time change; originally 12:30 
pm, now 3 pm] 
 
RADA CUTLERY FUNDRAISER:  Our Rada Cutlery sale will be running from September 17th thru 
October 8th, 2017... ONE MORE WEEK TO ORDER! (Brochures and order forms available at the 
rear of the church.) RADA cutlery is top quality item.  Other items available are soy candles, 
cookbooks, quick mixes.  If you are ordering stoneware, please give me your order as soon as 
possible, the stoneware will soon be discontinued.  Please give all order forms to Betty Murphy by 
October 8th, 2017 or call 610-322-4521.  Thank you for your support!. 
 
SCRIP TODAY.  October dates will be the 8th and the 22nd.  Please see Susan Garone if you have 
any questions or would like to help with the program. 
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FEEDING OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED: St Augustine’s in Norristown has been serving a breakfast 
every Sunday morning for the past 30 years. Everyone is welcome. For the past 5 years, the Church 
of the Epiphany has been part of this critical ministry. For 3 of those years we have been a sponsor, 
which means we not only cook and serve the breakfast, we also buy the food. On the second Sunday 
of the first month of the quarter we feed our neighbors in need. The other 2 Sundays we go and help 
a sponsor from St Augustine’s.  The money for this ministry has come from the parishioners of 
Epiphany. Periodically we ask everyone to save their loose change over the course of several weeks 
and then we collect it and use that to buy food. Over the past 3 years Epiphany has been responsible 
for feeding over 1200 people. Well, it’s time to collect our coins again. 
  
Now running until the last Sunday in October, we ask everyone to put aside their loose change and 
bring it in on Sunday October 29. Bill Wilson will have containers to hold your coins, bills or checks if 
you prefer not to save your coins. We pray that we continue our commitment to our brothers and 
sisters in need. 
 
 
LET’S READ THE WHOLE BIBLE TOGETHER THIS YEAR! This week’s readings: 
Oct 2    Day 274 – Ezekiel 11‐12, Psalm 75, I John 5 
Oct 3  Day 275 – Ezekiel 13‐14, Psalm 76, II John 
Oct 4  Day 276 – Ezekiel 15‐16, Psalm 77, III John 

Oct 5  Day 277 – Ezekiel 17‐18, Psalm 78:1‐39, Jude 
Oct 6  Day 278 – Ezekiel 19‐20, Psalm 78:40‐72, Revelation 1 
Oct 7  Day 279 – Ezekiel 21‐22, Psalm 79, Revelation 2 
Sunday  10/8 Day 280 – Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read aloud in church 
OR… go to www.epiphanystar.net and... 
Scroll down to Bishop’s Bible Challenge, click day or week of your choice, find the red link: click & 
read  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES 

TODAY 11:15am Celebration of Music Ministries of Dodi Kearns & Robin Smith 

10/7   5:30pm Oktoberfest at the home of Jack and Kathy Cobbs [Note: this date has   

                been changed. It was originally scheduled for 10/14] 

10/8   6:30am Sponsorship Sunday at St. Augustine’s 

10/8   11:15am Parish Forum 

10/8   3:00pm  Blessing of the Animals in the Courtyard 

10/15  11:15      Worship Committee Meeting in Beth’s Office 

10/22  11:15 Parish Forum 

10/29  11:15      Vestry “Thanksgiving for Giving” Brunch 

 

 

 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/
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ASSISTING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 

    10am 
Eucharistic Minister:   Paul Exley 
Lectors:    Larry Way & Helen Warner 
Acolyte:    Paul Exley 
Greeter:    Bill Wilson 
Usher:     Ben Millet & Bill Wilson 
Counters:    Charles Dell and Volunteer 
Altar Guild     Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold, 
     Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet 
Godly Play Teacher   Marti Wilson 
Godly Play Greeter   
 
OUR PARISH LIFE AND WORK THIS WEEK  
 
Monday  7:30pm N.A. (Undercroft) 
Tuesday  8:00pm A.A. (Undercroft)  
Wednesday       10:15am    Healing Eucharist & Short Bible Study (Undercroft) 

6:00pm TBMP Weight Loss Program (Office) 
   7:00pm Daisy Troop 7390 (Undercroft) 
Thursday  7:30pm Choir Rehearsal (Undercroft) 
Sunday 10/8  6:30am Sponsorship Sunday at St. Augustine’s 
   8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Spoken)  
      10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (Music) 
     Church School Children process from the church nave to Education 
     Building at 10 and return at the Peace 
                                  
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASSISTING IN NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP (10/8) 

 

    10am 

Eucharistic Minister:   Marti Wilson 

Lectors:    Karen Tosco & Julie Dattilo 

Acolyte:    William Hummer 

Greeter:    Betty Murphy 

Usher:     Ben Millet & Bill Wilson 

Counters:    Tom Bailey & Frank Borst 

Altar Guild     Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold, 

    Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet 

Godly Play Teacher    

Godly Play Greeter 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    
WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 
SUNDAY 

8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN) 
10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

 
THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 
 

DODI KEARNS, MUSIC DIRECTOR  
ROBIN SMITH, ORGANIST 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/

