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Tonight’s Eucharist—on the eve of Good Friday—begins the Sacred Triduum, or Three Sacred Days, of our 
redemption. This is a celebration: a celebration of our Lord’s institution of the sacrament of his Body and Blood; 
but it is pervaded by the shadow of the cross. Jesus gathered with his disciples in the context of the greatest of all 
events in Israel’s redemption—the exodus and the Passover. Yet the normal joy of such an evening was muted by 
betrayal, the failure of his friends to understand what he was doing, and his own fear of what was to come. 

It was a farewell dinner in which Jesus, by washing his disciples’ feet, sought to illustrate one final time the character 
of love and ministry which is central in the life to which he calls us: self-giving love to the point of dying for one’s 
friends. We hear the ancient instructions for celebrating the Passover, Paul’s account of the institution of the 
Eucharist, and John’s account of the moment when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. 

After Holy Communion tonight, the liturgy will not end. It continues tomorrow, Saturday, and Sunday, when it 
comes to its conclusion. We will take the Sacrament which remains tonight and place it on the Altar of Repose, 
where it will be available for Holy Communion on Good Friday. You are invited to keep vigil there in response to 
Jesus’ question, “Could you not watch with me for one hour?” 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

 

Organ Prelude 

 
ENTRANCE (The Eighth Tune: Hymn 25) 
     
1 Three holy days enfold us now  

  in washing feet and breaking bread,  

  in cross and font and life renewed:  

  in Christ, God’s firstborn from the dead.  

 

2 The myst’ry hid from ages past  

  is here revealed in word and sign,  

  for Jesus’ story is our own:  

  new life through death is God’s design.  

 

3 Christ lifted high upon the tree,  

  before you every knee shall bend  

  and every tongue in praise proclaim:  

  “You are the Lord of all. Amen.”  

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Presider I give you a new commandment: 

People Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE TRISAGION (said 3 times) 

Holy God, 

Holy and Mighty, 

Holy Immortal One, 

Have mercy upon us.  
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider      The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider      Let us pray. 

 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

THE FIRST READING          Exodus 12:1-14a 

 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus     

           

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of 

Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 

household.  

If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the 

lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. [Your lamb shall be 

without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall 

keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel 

shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts 

and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they 

shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw 

or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let 

none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.] This 

is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 

and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For I will pass through the land of 

Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings 

and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be 

a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 

plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 

throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

  
Lector    The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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THE GRADUAL     Psalm 116:1,10-17 

 

1  I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

10  How shall I repay the LORD * 

for all the good things he has done for me? 

11  I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

12  I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  

in the presence of all his people. 

13  Precious in the sight of the LORD *  

is the death of his servants. 

14  O LORD, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 

15  I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  

and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16  I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  

in the presence of all his people, 

17  In the courts of the LORD’s house, *  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

 

 

THE SECOND READING     1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.  
 

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 

betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body 

that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 

saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

Lector    The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE SEQUENCE HYMN     581 
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THE GOSPEL        John 13:1-17,31b-35 

 
Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 

during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 

come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 

towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet 

and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 

him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am 

doing, but later you will understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus 

answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not 

my feet only but also my hands and my head!"  

Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 

entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray him; for 

this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." After he had washed their feet, had put on his 

robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You 

call me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an 

example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 

greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know 

these things, you are blessed if you do them. Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify 

him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 

will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot 

come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 

also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another." 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 
 
THE HOMILY       
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THE WASHING OF FEET 

Everyone is invited to participate in the foot washing ceremony: by having your feet washed; by 

washing the feet of another; by offering prayerful support as you wait; by remaining in your pew and 

singing the hymns.  Ministers will be available at two stations near the altar rail. Remove your shoes 

and socks in the pew if you are comfortable doing so and approach a station before the person 

ahead of you is finished having their feet washed. After your feet have been washed, you may wash 

the feet of another or return to the pew. 

 
Hymn during the Foot Washing   602 (repeat until foot washing is completed) 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                   

 
Intercessor 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy” 
 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at the 

day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Here and after every petition the People respond 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Daniel, Rodney and Edward our own Bishops, for all bishops 

and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may 

be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the 

earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the 

light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 

peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For those in positions of public trust [especially Donald and all heads of state, for our legislators and 

judges that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to 

you, O Lord. 

 

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world may 

be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 
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For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, the unemployed and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, 

and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For this parish family, those present, and those absent, that we may be delivered from hardness of 

heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For those we name as enemies and those who wish us harm; and for all whom we have injured or 

offended, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, 

we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that 

being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Please offer your own thanksgivings and petitions either silently or aloud 

 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone, 

that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life 

eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints, let us commend 

ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God. 

 

Silence 

 

The Presider adds a concluding Collect 

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE 

 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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The Liturgy of the Table 

 
THE OFFERTORY & PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 
      
Choir Anthem   We Will Remember You       Lloyd Larson          
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The people remain standing. 

Presider The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Presider Lift up your hearts.  

People We lift them to the Lord.  

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The Presider proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth.  

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus          S124 

 
 

The People may stand, kneel or sit 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 

Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 

a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
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Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Presider and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Presider continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 

saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Invitation to Communion: “The Gifts of God for the People of God.” 

 
This is the Lord's Table, God's feast for all of God's people. There is always an 

Abundance here and a place for you. You are invited and encouraged to join us at the altar rail. 

If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the bread or wine, you are welcome; 

Please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 

 

 
Communion Hymn    315  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER           
 

Presider 

Let us pray. 

 
Presider and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 

holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

The congregation may kneel or sit 

THE CLOSING HYMN           329 

 
At the end of the closing hymn, the ministers remove the sacramental elements to an Altar of Repose 

where it will remain until offered to communicants attending the Good Friday Liturgy of the Day. 
 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
 

Members of the Altar Guild and clear the altar and the church of all appointments and the priest 
washes the altar. The congregation is invited to sing the following hymn as this is accomplished. 
 

 

WLP   826 

 
KEEP WATCH VIGIL 

Those who wish may remain at the church to “keep watch” during the late evening hours or return the 
morning of Good Friday beginning at 9 am in anticipation of the Good Friday Liturgy of the Day at 

Noon. 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    
610-948-9655    

WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 
SUNDAY 

8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN) 
10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

 
THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 
 

DODI KEARNS, MUSIC DIRECTOR  
ROBIN SMITH, ORGANIST 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/

