
Lent 4 (A)          March 26th, 2017 

 

 

WELCOME TO 
THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

ROYERSFORD, PA    
 

A friendly welcome to all! If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor’s card  
and place it in the offertory plate or give it to an usher.  

We hope you’ll join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship today. 
 

HYMNS: Silent Procession Sequence: 490 Offertory: Anthem (or 493) 
Communion: 339 & 645 (1,2,5,6) Closing: 567 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 

bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 

and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen 

The First Reading    1 Samuel 16:1-13 

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How 

can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and 

say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 

what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did 

what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 

him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 

sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 

sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked 

on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.” But 

the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 

because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 

made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”  

THE ORDER OF SERVICE IS IN THE SEASONAL SERVICE BOOKLET 
FOUND IN THE PEW 
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Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 

Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 

LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 

said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and 

brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD 

said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 

David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Psalm 23 

1  The LORD is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 

2  He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 

3  He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

6  Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

The Second Reading   Ephesians 5:8-14 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the 

fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to 

the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! 

Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

Sequence Hymn #490  

The Holy Gospel    John 9:1-41 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 

his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.  
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We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 

work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat 

on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to 

him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came 

back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 

“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, 

“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then 

how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 

eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 

sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees 

the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 

opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He 

said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees 

said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How 

can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to 

the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 

prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who 

you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that 

this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor 

do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 

who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 

parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been 

blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He 

answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 

now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 

disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 

man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! 

You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does 

not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since 

the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this 

man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in 

sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven 

him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, 

“And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen 

him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 

Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and 

those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to 

him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not 

have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
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      The Prayers of the People 

 

 

Birthday’s: 26 - Melissa Renner 
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Announcements 
 

PARISH GATHERINGS IN LENT: Today we continue a series of forums on Prayer. Following 

the 10 am service across the Sundays left in Lent (April 2) let us come together with our 

refreshments in hand and explore ways we can actively nurture our relationship with the Holy 

One in our midst. 

 

WEB SITE: We now have a TAB on the Web Site labeled Epiphany Community. This Tab or 

those tabs under this will be password protected. This gives us the ability to put information on 

the Web Site that we do not want made public, such as the Church Directory. I have sent the 

password out to all those parishioners listed in the directory. Any and all feedback regarding 

the Web Site would be appreciated. Any questions please see Paul Exley. 

 

POT PIE SALE UPDATE---The pot pie sale is proceeding nicely.  Orders may be given to Bill 

Hummer at any time either in person or by mail.  Several have already come in.  Remember to 

note the following cut-off dates:  hand in orders, Sunday April 2nd, and mail in orders 

Wednesday April 5th.  The pick-up date is Sat., April 8th 11:00am to 12:00pm.  Order forms 

available on line or at the church. 

 

SCRIP:  Scrip order dates: March date is TODAY. April dates are the 9th and 23rd.  Contact 

Susan Garone with any questions proutygarone@verizon.net or 610-415-9233. Thank you for 

your support.  

 

LET’S READ THE WHOLE BIBLE TOGETHER THIS YEAR! This week’s readings: 

March 27 Day 85 – Joshua 19‐21, Psalm 71, John 5 

March 28 Day 86 – Joshua 22‐24, Psalm 72, John 6 

March 29 Day 87 – Judges 1‐3, Psalm 73, John 7 

March 30 Day 88 – Judges 4‐6, Psalm 74, John 8 

March 31 Day 89 – Judges 7‐9, Psalm 75, John 9 

April 1  Day 90 – Judges 10‐12, Psalm 76, John 10  

Sunday  4/2 Day 91 – Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read aloud in church 

OR… go to www.epiphanystar.net and... 

Scroll down to Bishop’s Bible Challenge, click day or week of your choice, find the red link: click 

& read  

tel:(610)%20415-9233
http://www.epiphanystar.net/
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ASSISTING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 

   8am   10am 

Eucharistic Minister:  Paul Atlee  Marie Kearns 
Lectors:   Ed Hill   Jack Cobbs & Kathy Cobbs 

Acolyte:      Marie Kearns 

Greeter:      Bill Wilson  

Usher:       Betsy & Charles Dell 

Counters:      Tom Bailey & Frank Borst 

Altar Guild      Julie Dattilo, Joanne Arnold,  

       Cathy Bailey, Tanya Millet 

Godly Play Greeter     Alicia DeMont 

Godly Play Teacher     Marti Wilson 

 

 

OUR PARISH LIFE AND WORK THIS WEEK  

 

Monday  7:30pm N.A. (Undercroft) 

Tuesday  8:00pm A.A. (Undercroft)  

Wednesday  6:00pm TBMP Weight Loss Program (Office) 

Thursday  7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday  9:30am Book Club (Office) 

Sunday 4/2  8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I Spoken  

   10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II Music 

Church School Children process from the church nave to 

Education Building at 10 and return at the Peace 

Lenten Forum on Prayer following 10am Service 

 
 
 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

4/5    Pot Pie Orders Due 

4/8 11am   Pot Pie Pickup 

4/13 7pm   Maundy Thursday Service 

4/14 Noon & 7pm  Good Friday Noon Day Service & Good Friday Cantata at 7pm 

4/14 5:00pm  Stations of the Cross 

4/15 7:30pm  Easter Vigil Service 

4/16 8am &10am   Easter Day Service followed by Easter Egg Hunt following the  

10am Service 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
209 S. Third Avenue, Royersford, PA  19468    

610-948-9655    
WWW.EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
MIDWEEK HOLY EUCHARIST WITH HEALING LITANY 

10:15AM   WEDNESDAYS 

 
SUNDAY 

8AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I (SPOKEN) 
10AM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (MUSIC) 

 
THE REV. BETH W. HIXON, RECTOR 

215-896-0828 OR RECTOR@EPIPHANYSTAR.NET 
 

DODI KEARNS, MUSIC DIRECTOR  
ROBIN SMITH, ORGANIST 

PAUL EXLEY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

http://www.epiphanystar.net/

